Coronary-subclavian steal syndrome. A case report.
Coronary-subclavian steal is an unusual clinical syndrome after successful internal mammary-coronary artery bypass grafting. Proximal subclavian artery (SA) stenosis is present and atherosclerotic disease is the underlying pathophysiologic mechanism in the majority of cases. The authors report a case of a sixty-two-year old man with angina and ventricular fibrillation soon after myocardial revascularization with left internal mammary artery (LIMA) to left anterior descending coronary (LAD). Dobutamine stress echocardiography showed ischemia in the anterior myocardial territory with patent LIMA-LAD bypass in the angiographic evaluation. This procedure showed occlusion of the proximal SA with reversal of flow in the LIMA. The best therapeutic approach was discussed and a carotid-subclavian bypass was performed with restoration of antegrade blood flow and reversal of the clinical setting.